
Today	 is	 the	 first	Sunday	of	Advent,	which	 is	also	 the	
first	 Sunday	 of	 a	 new	 liturgical	 year	 for	 the	 Church.	
The	 Advent	 season	 includes	 the	 four	 Sundays	 that	
precede	Christmas.	 It	 is	 a	 time	of	 preparation	 for	 the	
coming	 of	 the	 Lord.	 In	 this	 season,	 we	 recall	 two	
central	 elements	 of	 our	 faith:	 the	 final	 coming	 of	 the	
Lord	 in	 glory	 and	 the	 incarnation	 of	 the	 Lord	 in	 the	
birth	 of	 Jesus.	 Key	 themes	 of	 the	 Advent	 season	 are	
watchful	waiting,	preparation,	and	justice.	
In	this	new	liturgical	year,	the	Gospel	of	Matthew	will	
be	 the	 primary	 Gospel	 proclaimed	 (Lectionary	 Cycle	
A).	 In	 today's	 Gospel,	 we	 hear	 Jesus	 speak	 about	 the	
need	 for	 wakefulness,	 for	 watchful	 waiting,	 for	 the	
coming	of	the	Son	of	Man.	
Matthew's	 Gospel	 is	 dated	 by	 most	 scholars	 after	 70	
A.D.	Most	believe	 that	Matthew	wrote	 for	a	primarily	
Jewish	 community,	 but	 one	 that	 was	 no	 longer	
centered	 on	 the	 Temple	 in	 Jerusalem.	 These	 were	
Jewish	 Christians	 trying	 to	 come	 to	 terms	 with	 their	
relationship	 to	 Judaism	 in	 a	 new	 situation:	 Judaism	
after	the	destruction	of	the	Temple	in	Jerusalem.	There	
may	have	been	Christians	who	believed	that	the	events	
of	 the	 world	 around	 them	 gave	 evidence	 of	 the	
imminent	return	of	the	Lord	in	glory.	
The	 passage	 from	 Matthew	 we	 read	 today	 is	 rather	
straightforward.	No	one	knows	the	precise	time	of	the	
coming	 of	 the	 Lord	 in	 glory,	 so	watchful	waiting	 and	
vigilance	 are	 required.	 The	 passage	 speaks	 to	 the	
uselessness	of	looking	for	signs;	there	will	be	none.	As	
a	 thief	 sneaks	 in	 during	 the	 night,	 so	 will	 the	 Lord's	
coming	in	glory	be.	
The	 question	 for	 us	 as	 members	 of	 the	 Christian	
community,	 then,	 is	 how	 do	 we	 prepare	 for	 this?	
Today's	 passage	 speaks	 more	 about	 the	 manner	 of	
waiting,	 rather	 than	 the	 details	 of	 the	 preparation.	
Jesus	compares	 the	vigilance	 required	of	Christians	 to	
the	vigilance	of	a	homeowner	who	knows	the	plans	of	
the	 thief.	 If	 one	 knows	 that	 the	 thief's	 action	 is	
imminent,	 one	 remains	 watchful.	 As	 Christians,	 we	
know	that	our	Lord	is	coming	even	if	we	cannot	know	
the	 precise	 timing.	 Jesus	 calls	 us	 to	 be	 watchful	 and	
vigilant,	 like	 the	homeowner.	 If	we	become	 lax	 in	our	
Christian	living,	we	may	be	caught	unprepared.	

 

The question for us as members of the Christian 
community, then, is how do we prepare for this? 
Today's passage speaks more about the manner of 
waiting, rather than the details of the preparation. Jesus 
compares the vigilance required of Christians to the 
vigilance of a homeowner who knows the plans of the 
thief. If one knows that the thief's action is imminent, 
one remains watchful. As Christians, we know that our 
Lord is coming even if we cannot know the precise 
timing. Jesus calls us to be watchful and vigilant, like 
the homeowner. If we become lax in our Christian 
living, we may be caught unprepared. 
 

    
      

                 

 
 
   
 
         
 
      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
    
 
 
 
  
        
   
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      MAY GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR       
      FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP! 
 

Sunday Collection November 23 $5,321 
Repairs  $927 
 
Holy Thursday    $1,860 
Good Friday        $3,286 
Easter                 $11,698 
Easter Flowers    $1,525 
 
Christmas Memorial Flowers     $1,165       
Christmas Offering  
        $10,938 

As	we	gather,	let	us	remember	and	pray	for	.	.	.	
	

Monday,	December	1	
(8:25	a.m.	rosary)	

9:00	a.m.		 †Sylvia	Phillips	
	

Tuesday,	December	2	
(8:25	a.m.	rosary)		

9:00	a.m.	 †Anna	D’Ippolito	
	

Wednesday,	December	3	
(8:25	a.m.	rosary)	

9:00	a.m.	 †Maria	&	Giovanni	Ionno	
	

Thursday,	December	4	
(8:25	a.m.	rosary)	

9:00	a.m.	 †deceased	Theberge	family	
																									

Friday,	December	5	
(8:25	a.m.	rosary)																																									
9:00	a.m.						†Walter	&	Fatima	Rodrigues	
	

Saturday,	December	6	
4:30	p.m.						†Betty	Rocco	
	

Sunday,	December	7	
	9:00	a.m.	 ♦	People	of	the	parish	
11:00	a.m.	 †Toni	Reid	
5:00	p.m.	 †Marisa	Senese	
	
	

First Sunday of Advent 

 

Prayer Intention for the Month of December 
For Christians in areas of conflict 

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, 
reconciliation, and hope. 

2nd	t	Sunday	of	Advent	
33th	Sunday	in		

Ordinary	Time	

2025 November 30 

St.	Francis	Xavier	

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION Eucharistic Adoration, 
Confession, Benediction follow 9:00 am Mass.  
You are invited to come and spend some time with Jesus 

St.	Nicholas	

St.	John	Damascene	



 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
   
 
 
 
     
        
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
  
 
 
 
  
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 

               BINGO! BINGO! BINGO 
Please come out and support on December 3 
Please come out and support                       
St. Thomas More Bingo Delta Monte Carlo Bingo Hall 
4735 Drummond Rd. Your support is greatly appreciated!  
Late Night Bingo Schedule 2025:  
2026 
January 1 & 15, February 5 & 12, March none. 

THANK YOU! 
 
April 2 & 9 May 7 & 21 June 4 & 25 July 2 & 9 
August none September 3 October 1 & 29 
November 5 & 12 December 3  
2026 
January 1 & 15 February 5 & 12 March none 
 
Thank you to our Bingo volunteers a nice way to 
generate revenue for St. Thomas More Church 
which helps in the Church hydro, heating or 
insurance or where it is needed 

COFFEE SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP 
First Sunday of the month after all  Masses  
St Thomas More  hosts a family coffee social in the 
Parish Hall  All are welcome – young and old, single, or 
married. Come for a few minutes or stay an hour. 
Meet fellow parishioners and get reacquainted with 
your neighbours. Enjoy a hot cup of coffee, tea, juice, 
water, cookies, pastries 
 
June is the last one before summer break!  All are 
welcome 
 
First Sunday join us after all Masses in the Parish 
Hall. — stay a few minutes or an hour. Come enjoy a 
hot drink and friendly conversation! 
 
Join us after all Masses on the first Sunday of the 
month in the Parish Hall. June is the last one before 
summer break!  All are welcome — stay a few minutes 
or an hour. Come enjoy a hot drink and friendly 
conversation! 
COFFEE SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP  
First Sunday of the month after all  Masses  
St Thomas More  hosts a family coffee social in the 
Parish Hall  All are welcome – young and old, single, or 
married.  Come for a few minutes or stay an hour. 
Meet fellow parishioners and get reacquainted with 
your neighbours. Enjoy a hot cup of coffee, tea, juice, 
water, cookies, pastries “Advent is a time of renewal and purification, leading us 
to greater holiness.” — St. Francis de Sales 

PASTORAL COUNCIL is hosting an Italian Night Dinner on 
Saturday December 6, 2025 in the Parish Hall. Come and 
experience Italian food and culture.  Tickets are 20.00 for 
adults and 10.00 for children 6 to 12. Doors open at 5:30 and 
dinner at 6:00 Tickets will be available after all Masses the 
upcoming weekends at back of Church. 
For information please contact Anna Racine at 905-351-8367 
or rracine37@cogeco.ca 

THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY 
will be performed again on December 24th.   
Open to children ages 4 and up. Looking for  
student and adult volunteers to assist. Practices  
will begin in mid November.  Flyers are in the 
 front foyer of the Church with practice dates.  Please 
register your child by contacting Anna Racine at 905-358-
3412 or rracine37@cogeco.ca. 

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS! 
Envelopes for 2026 are now available for pickup in the 
front foyer. Please take a moment to collect yours as soon 
as possible. This is particularly important, as some 
parishioners have been assigned new envelope numbers 
for the upcoming year. 
IMPORTANT NOTES: 
We’ve worked to reduce, consolidate,                           
and recycle envelope numbers, so some of you may have 
a new number for 2026. 
If you have received a new envelope number, please be 
sure to cross out the old number and clearly write your 
new number, along with your full name and address, on 
all envelopes for 2025. 
Important: For 2026, please do not use old envelopes 
with previous numbers. 
Reminder: When using your envelopes, please ensure 
that your full name, address, and envelope number are 
printed clearly and correctly. This helps us process your 
contributions accurately and efficiently. 
Thank you for your cooperation! 
If you were missed or would like to begin using 
envelopes, please contact or email the office. 

Memorial Donations 
Christmas Poinsettias & Flowers 

 
to help decorate the church for the Christmas season 

 
$20 memorial donation; please use first and last name of 

the intention clearly printed, 
must be submitted by December 15 

to be published in the Christmas bulletin. 
Attach a cheque or cash to this slip, and place in the 

collection, to be published in the bulletin. 
 

In memory of: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         given by: 
 
                                           envelope # 
 
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
 

 

CELEBRATION OF “SIMBANG GABI” 
At St. Thomas More Parish starting from December 15 to 
23 at 7:00pm. It is a nine-day series of masses celebrated 
during Advent in preparation for the Nativity of Jesus 
Christ. 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

NATIVITY OF THE LORD CHRISTMAS 
Wednesday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve 
 

4:30 pm Family Mass 
12:00 Midnight Mass 

 

Thursday, December 25th 
Christmas Day 

9:00 am &11:00 am 
No 5:00 pm Mass 

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Saturday, December 27, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, December 28 
9:00 am & 11:00 am & 5:00 pm 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
New Year’s Eve 

Wednesday, December 31 
4:30 pm Mass 

(Holy Day of Obligation) 
 

Thursday, January 1st 
New Year’s Day 

9:00 am & 11:00 am Mass 
 

PLEASE NOTE NO 5:00 PM MASSES ON 
CHRISTMAS OR NEW YEAR’S DAY 

 


