The I—Ioly Famﬂy of Jesus, Mary & Joseph f;

28 December

Holy Family stthe

Chvistmas Season

Flee to Egypt..

Today we celebrate the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph. As we do so, our Gospel invites
us to consider Joseph's protection of Jesus in the
face of danger. Just as in the announcement of
Jesus' birth, an angel appears to Joseph in a dream.
The angel warns him of Herod's plans to harm
Jesus. Joseph follows the command of the angel
and takes Joseph and Mary to Egypt, returning
only after receiving word in another dream that it
was safe to do so.

This feast is part of the Christmas season, so we
should look at today's Gospel in the context of
what Scripture tells us about Jesus' birth. Today's
reading is found in the Gospel of Matthew,
following the story of the visit of the Magi. Recall
that Matthew's story about the birth of Jesus
makes Joseph the primary character. Among
Matthew's themes in this infancy narrative is Jesus
as the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies
about the messiah. Indeed, the story of the Holy
Family's flight to Egypt recalls the story of Moses
in the Book of Exodus.

It should also be noted that today's reading omits
the verses that recount Herod's order of the
massacre of the infant boys in and around
Bethlehem. We mark this event on the Feast of

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR
Heavenly Father,

As we begin this New Year, we place our lives, our families, and our parish into Your loving hands.
Guide our steps, strengthen our faith, and help us to follow Your will with open hearts.

2025 December 28

/As we gather, let us remember and pray for. . .

Monday, December 29  St. Thomas Becket

(8:25 a.m. rosary)
9:00 a.m. Tdeceased of Labelle & Larabie Families

Tuesday, December 30
(8:25 a.m. rosary)

9:00 a.m. #In Thanksgiving Chris & Antonietta Ruggi

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

Wednesday, December 31 New Year’s Eve

(8:25 a.m. rosary)
—
430 p.m. "’Tony Basile Solemnity )

Man
Thursday, January 1 New Year’s Day Mmh(, of J
(8:25 a.m. rosary) God

9:00 a.m. TTony Mignelli
11:00 a.m. 7T Gina Blancato

Friday, January 2 s Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen
(8:25 a.m. rosary)

9:00 a.m. 4#Special Intention Valerian Ayroso

The Most Holy N
Saturday, January 3 e Most Holy Name of Jesus

4:30 p.m. ‘[‘Lucy Zara, Maria Sebastiano
Sunday, January 4 The Epiphany of the Lord
9:00 a.m. 4 People of the parish *

11;:00 a.m. "‘Mike Colaneri ‘%m %

5:00 p.m. TGuy Chartand
\_

Through the intercession of Mary, Mother of God, may we welcome Your grace with the same trust

and humility with which she welcomed Your Son.

Protect us from all harm, fill our homes with peace, and bless us with courage to love and serve as Christ taught us.
Lord Jesus, renew in us the gifts of hope, forgiveness, and compassion.

Make this year a time of spiritual growth and a deeper relationship with You.

Holy Spirit, be our light in moments of darkness and our strength when we grow weary.

Lead us in Your truth and unite us in Your love.

May this New Year be filled with Your blessings, and may everything we do bring glory to Your holy name.

Amen



SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS

On January 1, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Mary, The parish office will be closed December 23 9§ '3
the Holy Mother of God — the first great feast of the new through January 2. We wish you all a ; g
calendar year. On this day, we honour Mary in her unique very merry and blessed Christmas (“, UR(H
role as the Mother of Jesus Christ, true God and true man. and a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year!

Her “yes” to God made possible the gift of our salvation,

and her faith remains a model for all believers. &%
”'W\[ I extend a heartfelt thank t h of
This solemnity invites us to enter the New Year with Mary’s w ) @U’l extend anearte a.n you .O cach of you
.. v U for the thoughtful Christmas gifts, sweets, and cards.
spirit of trust, peace, and openness to God’s will. As we
begin another year of grace, we ask for her intercession to

guide our families, our parish, and our world toward
deeper faith and renewed hope.

Your generosity has added warmth and joy to our celebration.
Your kindness is deeply appreciated, and we feel blessed to be
part of such a wonderful and giving parish.

May the spirit of Christmas continue to fill your hearts with love
May Mary, Mother of God, watch over us and lead us ever

and peace throughout the coming year.
closer to her Son, Jesus.

WORLD DAY OF PEACE January 1 0=

The World Day of Peace was established by Pope Paul VIin | i .

1968 who asked that “every year, this commemoration be |'l Ky éNF?NT BAPTIS,:I PREPA_RA-[:OISI third
dptism preparation session neld on tnir

repeated as a hope and as a promise, at the beginning of
the calendar which measures and outlines the path of human Thursday of the month: January 15 from 6:00 to

life in time, that Peace with its just and beneficent equilibrium | 7:00p.m. Any(_)ne planning to attend_mUSt _have
may dominate the development of events to come”. Each already been in contact with the parish office.

year has a specific theme, chosen by the Holy Father

| =

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION Eucharistic é GIVING MADE EASY
Adoration, Confession, Benediction follow * The Traditional way with Envelopes
9:00 am Mass. K ¢ Interac e-Transfer email address
You are invited to come and spend some time stthomasmorenf@gmail.com
with Jesus
* Canada Helps.org go to www.canadahelps.org

{, LI 119109791RR0023-st-thomas-more-church

4 LEGION OF MARY Thank you for your continued generosity God bless you

Our Lady of the Assumption Praesidium
Legion of Mary meet every Wednesday at 5:00pm at

BINGO! BINGO! BINGO
the Church. Come and pray the Rosary.

Please come out and support on December 3

= Please come out and support
.%‘ ¥, WELCOME St. Thomas More Bingo Delta Monte Carlo Bingo Hall
% Through the celebration of the Sacrament of 4735 Drummond Rd. Your support is greatly
Holy Baptism, we welcome to our parish family our appreciated! Late Night Bingo Schedule 2026:
newest member: Aidan Letourneau, January 1 & 15, February 5 & 12, March none.
Teagan Letourneau, Blair McCarvell, Korvin Sacay, THANK YOU!

Yzabella Gadiane, Gabriella Giacci,
Valentina Mancini, Sofia Wilson, Kiann Angling,

WELCOME!
Our parish family joyfully welcomes all our

Roland Johnson, Reginald Johnson, Ira Johnson, parishioners and the many visitors joining us for the
Josary Pineda, Primorose Santos, celebration of Christmas. As a Roman Catholic
Eriifeoluwa Abiola, Yasmin Lee. community of faith, our liturgies are at the heart of our

worship, with the celebration of the Eucharist as our
centre and source of strength.

We warmly invite you to join us for any of our Sunday
Masses or for daily Mass throughout the week. You are
also encouraged to spend time in prayer with the Lord

May God bless you as you begin this beautiful
spiritual journey with our Lord and Saviour Jesus.

:E & MAY GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR during our monthly Exposition of the Blessed
p 4 FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP! Sacrament.

Thank you for being with us. Your presence is a
cherished gift and a beautiful witness of faith. May
your time here bring you peace, hope, and joy.

Sunday Collection December 7 $6,687
Sunday Collection December 14 $6,119




